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In just five weeks we will dedicate our new church.
The liturgy of dedication is an embarrassment of riches.
When you add the beauty of the rites of dedication to the
beauty of the new church, it can easily happen that a lot
of what occurs is missed. In the coming weeks, FTPP
will be dedicated (get it?) to reflecting on what is
occurring and its significance.
Before we look at the liturgy, let’s review the
significance of the building. It is called a church because
it is the house of Church, as in the People of God, the
Body of Christ. It is where God’s children experience the
privileged encounter with God in the liturgy and in the
sacraments. This enables them to encounter God in the
world and empowers them to be the encounter with God
for people in the world. Contrary to the popular notion
that the church building is a refuge from the world, and
the liturgy a refuge of grace in the sea of a sinful world
(which we leave daily life at the door of the church) the
church building is not an escape from the world, but a
place where the grace and sin of the world is put in the
light of the Gospel. Then we can go forth to live in Christ
in the everyday context of life. The church is a place of
action, of encounter with God, both on God’s part and
ours. The church is a public place, in the sense that
what happens there has a communal dimension. Even
the private actions that one may do in the building –
private prayer before the reserved Eucharist or
celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation – have a
communal dimension to them in that each of us is a
member of the community of faith. When we grow
stronger through prayer, the Church becomes stronger
in faith.
Just as in baptism we are made holy, that is, set aside
for God, so the building in which we encounter God in
prayer is made holy: set aside for these holy actions.
One may look at this and think this is an inefficient use
of a building, often used only an hour a day and five or
six on the weekend, but that does not take into account
that setting aside things for sacred use is a reminder that

what we are about is important stuff. (In the case of a
church, the most important stuff of our existence:
bringing us more deeply into the life of God!) The quality
and beauty of the building and its furnishings reflects the
values of the people who built it and their gratitude to
God. This, of course, takes place in the context of the
wealth of time, talent, and treasure of each community.
The building also exists for the glory of God and not for
the glorification of the donors or builders. The church is
the context in which specific acts of prayer occur, and
has to be designed to facilitate these actions. Beauty,
worth, and function are meant to come together in
harmony so that those who gather are reminded of the
importance of God and worship and can worship in a
manner in which all the dimensions of the liturgy can
easily be made present and fully entered into.
And now, the rite. The church building not only exists
to recall the saving actions of Christ in which we live
today. It also reminds us of the heavenly Jerusalem
where all people of good will, even sinners who turn to
God in the last second of life, will be united with God and
neighbor in the deepest bonds of love. It reminds us of
the eternal wedding feast of the Lamb of God with his
People, where the New Creation is fully realized. To
come to church is to be reminded that there is an eternal
dwelling place of God, and this building is to assist us in
arriving there.
The liturgy of Dedication of a Church brings out all
these aspects and more as it unfolds in celebration. It
begins with the people gathered outside {weather
permitting) and the bishop coming to them and greeting
them. Then those responsible for the building of the
church present to the bishop a symbol of the church,
which may be the architectural plan. With that the pastor
opens the doors of the church and the bishop leads the
people into church as they give glory to God. In other
words, by the people (who are the Church) taking
possession of the building, it becomes a church: their
house.

A REMINDER ABOUT MASSES THIS WEEKEND -– Sunday, April 28, NO 1 ! Mass
NEXT WEEKEND -Saturday, May 4th, 4 ! Mass is moved to 5:30 !. (NO confessions at 3 !)
Sunday, May 5th, NO 1 ! Mass

