
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD:  
 

 

DURING THE NIGHT 
December 25, 2023 

12:00AM 
 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 

In the City of Harrison, Ohio 

 





PRELUDE MUSIC 

 

Choir: In the Bleak Midwinter                                    Harold Darke  

Organ: Chorale Prelude: ’In duici jubilo’                 J.M. Bach (attr.) 

Choir: Noel Nouvelet                                                     John Rutter 

Organ: Chorale Prelude: ’What child is this’                   Paul Manz 

Choir: Night of Silence/Silent Night                  D. Kantor/F. Gruber 

Organ: Chorale Prelude: ’We three kings’                       Paul Manz 

Choir: Away in a manger  (MUELLER) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST 

S ome millions of years having passed since the creation of the world, 
when, in the beginning, God created heaven and earth; Some 

thousands of years from the salvation of man when the family of Noah 
survived the flood; About nineteen centuries after the promise was given 
to Abraham, the father of faith; Many ages after Moses brought the people 
from bondage in Egypt; A thousand years from the anointing of David as 
King over the chosen people; In fulfillment of the times and year and 
months and days discerned by the vision of the prophets; In the course of 
secular history: In the one hundred and ninety-third Olympiad; Seven and 
one half centuries from the founding of the city of Rome; In the twentieth 
year of the reign of the Emperor Octavian Augustus, while the whole 
world enjoyed a span of peace; In the sixth and final age of human 
achievement; Wishing to consecrate the whole world and all time by his 
blessed presence, Jesus Christ, eternal God, and son of the eternal Father, 
conceived as man by the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, after nine 
months of growth in the womb of his mother, Was born of the Virgin 
Mary and for our salvation became man in Bethlehem of Judah. Now in 
our own times this marks the birthday of Our Lord Jesus Christ after the 
manner of all flesh. 
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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord 

Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in the bright 

sky looksed down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, 

asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord 

Jesus, no crying he makes. I love you, Lord Jesus, 

look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till 

morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me 

forever, and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear 

children in your tender care, and fit us for heaven to 

live with you there. 



GATHERING RITE 

 

GATHERING SONG: 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS & GREETING 

 

 

PENITENTIAL RITE 

GLORY TO GOD:                  

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

1ST READING                                     
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 

 

SECOND READING:      
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 
Music by James J. Chepponis © 1997, GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

 
GOSPEL DIALOGUE  

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                            
 
HOMILY 

CREED 
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GENERAL INTERCESSIONS:  

Music by Peter Kolar, © 2001, 2003, World Library Publications. All Rights Reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS: 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

PREFACE DIALOGUE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: 

 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION: 

 

 

GREAT AMEN: 

 

 

COMMUNION RITE 

 

OUR FATHER 

 

SIGN OF PEACE 

 

LAMB OF GOD: 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

 

COMMUNION SONGS 

 

Verses (sung by cantor/choir) 

1. Wood of the cradle, wood of the cross, bearing a lifetime of joy and of loss, 

who is your loved one? Who could he be, born in a manger to die on a tree? 

Refrain (sung by all) 

2. Shepherds lie sleeping, deep in their dreams; angels awaken them: “What 

could this mean? Whom do you herald? Whom must we find? A child in a 

manger? Our God born in time?” (To refrain) 

3. Star in the heavens bearing new light, guiding the sages and ages this night: 

Where will you lead us? Where can he be, the child born of myst’ry who 

died on a tree? (To refrain) 

4. Come, all who hunger, come, all who thirst; Come, all who seek him, God’s 

joy on the earth. Find him a shelter, bright, safe, and warm, see in all people 

his love being born.  (To refrain) 
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Words & Music by Francis Patrick O’Brien, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUDING RITE 

 

GREETING & FINAL BLESSING 

 

 

 

SONG OF SENDING FORTH: 

 

POSTLUDE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Reproduced with Permission: OneLicense.net License #A-722329. 


